Berberine is an alkaloid chiefly obtained from the bark of Berberis vulgaris and other species of barberry, although it also occurs in certain proportions in hydrastis, calumba, etc. The alkaloid and its salts are bright yellow in colour and possess an intensely bitter taste. This latter property has been made use of in therapeutics and the drug has been used as a bitter tonic. It has also been used in diarrhoea and in the diagnosis of latent malaria (sabutini, 1928) 
Although the drug has been included in the pharmacopoeia for a number of years, its remarkable effect in the treatment of local leishmaniasis was observed only recently. Varma (1927) was the first to use berberine sulphate successfully in the treatment of oriental sore. He refers to the work of Jolly (1911) [Feb., 1929 . Karamchanclani (1927 Concentration of the alkaloid.
1-1,000
Emetine hydrochlor.
Quinine bi-hy- (2) Berberine sulphate given by infiltrating the tissues around the edge of the sore, brings, about complete cure in 2 or 3 weeks. The drug promises to be a specific cure for oriental sore.
